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Communication on social media is not only limited to linguistic elements, but also 
involves images and visuals. The use of images and visuals on President Joko 
Widodo's Instagram account raises questions about how effectively these 
messages are understood and received by various sections of Indonesian society. 
This research aims to explore the linguistic and multimodal elements of Mother's 
Day commemorative posts on President Jokowi's Instagram account. This 
research used a qualitative descriptive method and a multimodal pragmatic 
approach. The research data is in the form of captions as a linguistic aspect and 
images as a multimodal aspect in Mother's Day commemorative posts on 
President Jokowi's Instagram account. The data analysis technique uses a 
pragmatic approach to examine captions and multimodal analysis to explore 
uploaded visuals. The research results show (1) pragmatic analysis of captions, 
there are several forms of illocutionary speech acts, including assertive speech 
acts (declaring), directive speech acts (giving advice/inviting), expressive speech 
acts (congratulating), and indirect speech act strategies; (2) multimodal analysis 
through information value, framing, salience, and sequence represents that 
mothers have a very important role in contributing to preparing their children for 
the future, caring for them with love, and participating in roles in public spaces. 
This post shows that the study of multimodal pragmatics on social media can 
contribute to conveying complex meanings in representing the mother's role. 
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INTRODUCTION  
Language plays a central role in human life, serving not only as a means of 

communication but also as a foundation for social interaction, information transfer, and 
expression of ideas (Putra & Tressyalina, 2024). The relationship between language and 
representation is integral to communication, as language is the primary means by which humans 
convey ideas, concepts, feelings, and experiences through text, sound, and images. 
Representation includes how language is used to convey these ideas and experiences, and 
multimodal pragmatics helps in understanding how these representations are formed and 
understood in communicative interactions. The issue of women's representation on social media 
platforms continues to be a focus of research, as it explores how reality or objects are presented 
(Wahyuningtyas, 2014). Representation can be seen as the process of physically recording 
ideas, knowledge, or messages using signs to reproduce something perceived, felt, imagined, 
or seen in physical form (Evi, 2010: 15). Media, especially mass media, shape various aspects 
of reality, such as society, objects, events, and cultural identity, through words, writing, moving 
images, or movies. These representations not only relate to how cultural identity is presented 
or constructed in a text but also involve the process of production and perception by people 
who consume the values of the culture represented. 
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In the Indonesian context, the concept of ibuism extends beyond the biological role of 
mothers to encompass a wider scope, including domestic and public affairs. A mother is seen 
as a strong and assertive figure (Suryakusuma, 2011). For instance, Iin (52) is a widow who 
works as a fried food seller and educates her two children (Manggala, 2023). Utami (66) cares 
for her disabled child until their death (Hakim & Assifa, 2023). Khadijah (53) is a teacher who 
travels 15 hours to teach in the Meratus mountains for 23 years (Syahputra, 2023). Rosmayanti 
empowers fellow women to use herbal plants to make instant herbal medicine (Wantoro, 2023). 
Another mother performs dangerous motorcycle stunts while pregnant to meet her family's 
needs (Abdurachman, 2023). These examples illustrate that extreme struggles are undertaken 
by women, highlighting a shift in the meaning of feminism over time. 

Media representations of mothers often fail to capture the diversity and complexity of 
mothers' real lives beyond stereotypes (Patria et al., 2021). This necessitates a deeper study of 
maternal representation to be more inclusive of the diverse experiences of mothers. Barker 
defines representation as a social construct that requires exploration and understanding of 
meaning formation in various contexts (Utomo, 2023). Fiske adds that camera techniques, 
lighting, editing, audio, and other symbols work together to convey reality and ideas (Fiske, 
2012). Marcel Danesi sees representation as using signs to represent something perceived 
physically (Mardatila in Utomo, 2023). Stuart Hall explains representation as generating 
meaning in the mind through language (Mardatila, in Utomo, 2023). Non-verbal aspects also 
play a role in producing and exchanging meaning, making Instagram uploads effective in 
generating meaning and summarizing diverse messages (Noviani, 2018). 

Technological advances have facilitated long-distance communication (Herman et al., 
2023). Computer technology and the internet have diversified and transformed human 
communication (Handayani et al., 2016). President Joko Widodo uses Instagram to 
communicate with the public, sharing information, appreciating events, and showcasing unique 
characteristics (Martinus & Chaniago, 2017). On his official Instagram account, @jokowi, he 
often uses illocutionary speech acts to express actions and achieve specific goals, emphasizing 
the importance of language as an act or deed (Leech, 1993: 316; Prayitno, 2017: 50; Huang, 
2022). Multimodal pragmatics examines how different communication modes, such as text, 
images, and sound, interact to form complex representations. Analyzing Instagram posts using 
multimodal pragmatics can reveal how visual images, composition, color layout, typography, 
and captions communicate meaning (Noviani, 2018). Kress and van Leeuwen describe this 
phenomenon as multimodality, where media technology involves several semiotic modes (van 
Leeuwen, 2015; Kress, 2011; Kress & van Leeuwen, 2001). Combining pragmatic and 
multimodal analysis helps understand how verbal and semiotic modes in visual interaction form 
complex meanings. 

Several studies have researched maternal representations. Utomo (2023) analyzed 
maternal representation on Instagram feed @jokowi using multimodal analysis. This study adds 
pragmatic analysis to multimodal analysis, focusing on both verbal and visual data. Putri and 
Kamilah (2023) examined the representation of millennial mothers on @tasyakamila's 
Instagram account using Barthes' semiotics, focusing on visual aspects, while this study 
includes verbal aspects. Aini and Wijayanti (2022) analyzed single mothers in the film 
"Wonderful Life" using Barthes' semiotic method, differing in method and focus. Fadhliah et 
al. (2021) focused on maternal representation in the novel "May Mother Be Loved by God," 
analyzing linguistic aspects, whereas this study uses verbal and visual data from Instagram. 
Mudafiuddin (2020) examined maternal roles in Mother's Day ads, differing by focusing on 
advertising rather than Instagram. 

This research investigates how the representation of posts on social media, especially 
Instagram, can be interpreted through multimodal pragmatic analysis. It focuses on posts from 
@jokowi about the commemoration of Mother's Day 2023, analyzing illocutionary speech acts 
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and multimodal elements like images, videos, and text. This approach helps understand how 
these elements convey messages about the diversity of motherhood in everyday life and broader 
social contexts. This research aims to contribute to pragmatics with a focus on multimodal 
fusion in social media communication, analyzing how images and text collaborate to convey 
complex meanings about motherhood. The research problem statement is: "How are 
illocutionary speech acts in captions and representations of mothers in digital media images, 
particularly in @jokowi's post about Mother's Day 2023, analyzed using a multimodal 
pragmatic approach?" 

 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
Illocutionary Speech Act 

In the context of communication, a speaker not only utters words but also takes action 
with what they say. Communication is not just about producing sounds; it is about conveying a 
certain meaning, purpose, or effect through speech (Maulidiyah et al., 2021). Illocutionary 
speech acts are used to express an action contained in speech or with a specific purpose, capable 
of triggering a reaction from the listener. These speech acts occur when the speaker utters words 
to do something and have a specific impact. Therefore, it is important to consider language use 
as an action (Leech, 1993: 316; Prayitno, 2017: 50; Huang, 2022). Illocutionary speech acts are 
divided into five types: assertive, directive, expressive, commissive, and declarative. Assertive 
speech acts bind the speaker to the truth of the proposition expressed, allowing the statement to 
be judged for its truthfulness. Examples include stating, reporting, showing, and mentioning. 
Directive speech acts aim to influence the listener to act, producing effects in the form of actions 
carried out by the listener. Examples include ordering, requesting, demanding, advising, 
prohibiting, and threatening. Expressive speech acts function to express or show the speaker's 
feelings or emotions regarding a situation, such as thanking, congratulating, praising, 
complaining, and blaming. Commissive speech acts express a promise or commitment to do 
something, with examples like promising and swearing. Declarative speech acts express 
disappointment, dislike, and pleasure, including deciding, canceling, prohibiting, allowing, and 
apologizing (Searle, 1983).  

Speaking strategies involve how we communicate to produce utterances that are 
interesting and comprehensible to the listener (Yule, 2014). These strategies can be applied 
within a group or used by an individual speaker depending on the specific situation. 
Illocutionary speech act strategies can be influenced by several factors: the relationship between 
the speaker and the listener, the context of the utterance, and the purpose of the utterance. The 
speaker adjusts their speech to match the nature of their relationship with the listener, adapts 
their speech to fit the situational context, and modifies their speech to align with their 
communication goals. These strategies can be categorized into two types: direct and indirect 
strategies. Direct strategies use words or sentences that explicitly state the intent and purpose 
of the utterance. Indirect strategies, on the other hand, use words or sentences that implicitly 
convey the intent and purpose of the utterance (Wijana & Rohmadi, 2011). 

Representation 
The multimodal view in the explanation presented by Gunther Kress and Theo van 

Leeuwen (2006) explores how various semiotic modes collaborate to form meaning. In this 
context, multimodality describes the combination and integration of diverse semiotic modes, 
and these various modes are used to construct complex meanings (Noviani, 2018). Mode, in the 
multimodal concept, is defined as "a socially shaped and culturally given resource for making 
meaning" (Kress, 2009). In other words, modes are socially constructed resources and culturally 
given to produce meaning. Multimodality analysis, such as that of Noviani (2018) on a 
caricature of Kartini, identifies various visual modes involved in creating meaning. These 
modes involve immovable images from illustrations, spatial arrangement, layout, typography, 
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color, and text content in the caricature work. This multimodal approach allows a deeper 
understanding of the complexity and diversity of semiotic modes involved in conveying visual 
messages. The analysis also illustrates how these elements form a rich and meaningful visual 
narrative (Noviani, 2018). 

Representation in communication practices takes forms of expression that are 
appropriate, reasonable, and relevant to everyday life. It should be noted that media institutions 
also build representations with various forms of general expression to facilitate audience 
understanding (Noviani, 2018). Multimodal analysis provides three main analytical tools for 
examining a work (Utomo & Udasmoro, 2021). Compositional meaning can be explored to 
reveal an image's potential meaning of information value, framing, and salience. Information 
value helps to understand the meaning contained in the arrangement of various modes in a text, 
either from left to right, top to bottom, or center to edge. Framing is used to explore the presence 
of framing devices in the text, assessing whether various modes form connections or 
disconnections or space some modes among others. Salience helps to discover the meaning 
built from the mode that is deliberately emphasized or attracts attention. The sequence helps to 
read the flow of work (Kress & van Leeuwen, 2006). So, the author explores illocutionary 
speech acts and representations of mothers in the digital media space, especially in uploads 
from the Instagram account @jokowi regarding Mother's Day 2023 commemoration, by 
involving multimodal pragmatic analysis. This approach makes it possible to reveal how 
various pragmatic and semiotic modes play a role in constructing meaning related to the role of 
the mother in the context represented by the account. 

Multimodal Pragmatic 
Style in language refers to the way speakers use language variations to convey meaning 

effectively in social interactions. This involves the ability to use various language resources, 
such as words, sentence structure, intonation, and facial expressions, to communicate social 
experiences and achieve communicative goals (Coupland, 2007; Ross & Coleman, 2010). The 
context of language in pragmatic studies on social media has evolved due to the unique 
communication situations presented by virtual media. Social media acts as a communication 
tool, allowing individuals to socialize and share content about activities, emotions, experiences, 
and other life aspects through images, audio, or video (Namirah & Hidayat, 2021). Social media 
platforms create environments where individuals, organizations, and governments can interact 
in various contexts, including commercial, social, political, and educational. These interactions 
involve exchanging information, ideas, products, and services among users (Alalwan, 2018; Joe 
& Anto, 2018; Li, 2017; Ratnasari et al., 2019; Westenberg, 2016). Communication mediated 
by social media uses linguistic modes and multimodality to convey meaning, indicating that 
pragmatic studies focusing solely on linguistic aspects may be insufficient to fully understand 
the speaker's intentions. Therefore, an approach accommodating both linguistic aspects and 
multimodality in communication is necessary. Visual resources play a crucial role in 
communication practice, involving interaction and representation. Interpretation reflects a 
shared understanding between participants, where participants choose ways or forms of 
expression that others can comprehend. However, it is important to recognize that interactions 
among participants form a social structure with varying interests, where power relations 
influence the level of understanding in the communication process (Noviani, 2018). 

Multimodal pragmatics integrates verbal language, body movements, facial 
expressions, and visual elements to convey and create shared meaning in human interactions 
(Smith & Johnson, 2018). Context greatly influences multimodal communication by providing 
the social, cultural, and environmental background necessary for accurate interpretation of 
meaning (Garcia & Lee, 2019). Case studies show that individuals from diverse cultural 
backgrounds can interpret multimodal communication differently, highlighting the importance 
of cross-cultural awareness in global communication (Chen et al., 2020). Technological 
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advancements in multimodal communication have transformed how humans communicate and 
convey messages. The development of social media and digital communication platforms 
enables multimodal use through text, images, and videos (Williams & Brown, 2021). Research 
on multimodal pragmatics emphasizes understanding human communication as a unity 
involving verbal language, body movements, facial expressions, and images to form shared 
meaning in social interactions (Jones & Smith, 2022). Messages in multimodal pragmatics can 
be conveyed more effectively because combining verbal and non-verbal language helps create 
more diverse and holistic meanings (Garcia et al., 2023). Multimodal communication often 
requires deeper interpretation as messages are not limited to words but also involve body 
expressions and visual language (Chen, 2021). 

Multimodal text refers to the use of multiple communication modes, such as written 
text, images, sound, and video, in one composition. Kress and Leeuwen (2006) highlight three 
principles of multimodal text composition: information value, salience, and framing. 
Information value reflects how information can be found in various zones within a multimodal 
text, represented by the distribution of key elements from left to right, top to bottom, or in 
specific areas like the center and margins. For example, a title placed in the center of an image 
holds a different information value than one positioned at the top or bottom. Salience refers to 
the emphasis or highlighting of specific elements in multimodal text, which could include 
prominence in the foreground or background, size differences, or striking color contrasts. For 
instance, an image with a blurred background can make the main object more salient. Framing 
involves how elements in multimodal text are arranged and interconnected, guiding the reader's 
understanding of specific meanings. For example, a framed picture highlighting a particular 
part will direct the reader's interpretation toward the intended focus or message. In this context, 
multimodal text effectively conveys information by leveraging various communication modes 
simultaneously, emphasizing key elements, and arranging its layout to guide reader 
understanding and interpretation. 

 
RESEARCH METHOD 

This research is descriptive qualitative in nature, employing a multimodal pragmatic 
approach to explore and understand the meanings embedded in the phenomena being studied. 
Descriptive qualitative research is designed to provide a deep understanding of the subject 
through comprehensive data collection and detailed analysis (Creswell, 2016). This study 
specifically focuses on the verbal elements, such as captions, and the visual elements in the 
images posted on the Instagram account @jokowi related to the Mother's Day celebration on 
December 22, 2023. The research data comprises captions representing verbal aspects and 
images representing visual aspects posted by the Instagram account @jokowi. The research 
method aligns with the issues investigated by examining how these verbal and visual elements 
work together to convey meaning and representation. Data collection involves document 
analysis, where the content of the Instagram posts—both textual and visual—is scrutinized. 
This method allows for an in-depth examination of the language used in the captions and the 
imagery presented in the posts, providing insights into how these elements interact to form a 
cohesive message. 

By integrating these theoretical frameworks, the research aims to provide a holistic 
analysis of the Instagram posts, uncovering the layered meanings and representations conveyed 
through the combination of verbal and visual elements. This approach allows for a nuanced 
understanding of how multimodal communication operates in social media contexts, 
particularly in the portrayal of significant cultural events like Mother's Day. The primary aim 
is to uncover not only the visible elements but also the deeper meanings or representations 
contained within them. Data collection techniques involve document analysis, wherein the 
research data consists of words or images (Sugiyono, 2013). In the process of qualitative data 
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analysis, this study employs Searle's (1983) perspective on illocutionary acts to examine the 
linguistic (verbal) elements in the captions. This involves analyzing how speech acts are used 
to convey specific intentions or actions through language. 

Additionally, the study utilizes Kress and van Leeuwen's (2006) multimodal theory to 
analyze the multimodal (visual) elements of the images. This theory emphasizes compositional 
meaning, which involves the value of information, framing, salience, and sequencing. By 
integrating these theories, the research aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
Instagram posts. Both theories are analyzed using the flowing analysis approach outlined by 
Miles and Huberman (2014), which allows for a systematic and detailed examination of the 
data. This approach helps in understanding how verbal and visual elements work together to 
create and convey meaning within the context of social media communication. 
 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  
Research Findings 

President Jokowi's upload regarding the commemoration of Mother's Day on December 
22, 2023, on his Instagram account shows the connection between linguistic and multimodal 
aspects. Following are the results of a detailed multimodal pragmatic analysis. 

Table 1  
Results of Multimodal Pragmatic Analysis of President Jokowi's Instagram Posts 

Multimodality Component Analysis 

Linguistic 
Elements 
(Illocutionary 
Speech Act) 

Assertive Speech 
Acts 

President Joko Widodo mentioned the various roles of 
mothers, from loving their children gently and being 
able to hide sadness behind a smile to the most 
challenging task of preparing their children for the 
future. 

Directive Speech Acts President Joko Widodo invites everyone to remember 
the kindness, affection, and generosity of a mother. 

Expressive Speech 
Acts 

President Joko Widodo expressed his feelings by 
wishing him a Happy Mother's Day. 

Indirect Speech Act 
Strategy 

The caption presents some information implicitly at the 
beginning and then places the aim or purpose of the 
speech at the end of the caption. 

Visual Elements 
(Multimodal 
Analysis) 

Information value Interaction between modes represents the ideal concept 
of a mother who is inseparable from her domestic role 
in caring for and educating her children. 

Framing Representation of mothers participating in public space 
to contribute to various aspects and social classes. 

Saliance The representation of flowers as a symbol of women's 
preferences and the color pink creates the impression 
of femininity, sympathy, understanding, and love. 

Sequence The letter S helps read the plot of a work along with its 
rich views and varied representations of the role of the 
mother. 

 
Discussion 
Illocutionary Speech Act 

Understanding that images and captions complement each other as one complete unit in 
Instagram posts, identifying value in information can be done by paying attention to the reading 
pattern from top to bottom. Audiences tend to look at and observe the image first, then read the 
caption at the bottom. Jewitt and Oyama (in van Leeuwen and Jewitt, 2001) explain that top-
down reading creates an ideal-real structure, where "ideal" refers to an idealized or general 
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concept, while "real" refers to something more detailed or specific. This understanding implies 
that images on Instagram often reflect idealized or standard ideas, which have become the norm 
or commonplace. In the context of posts about mothers, this image may depict the ideal concept 
of a mother who is inseparable from her domestic role in caring for and educating her children. 
Mothers are considered the first madrassa for every child, bringing us back to gender 
stereotypes where femininity is associated with being gentle, friendly, and caring (D'Cruz, 
2020). 

If we look further at the accompanying caption, it can be seen that: “We never realize 

how difficult it is to be a mother because they seem to carry out their role so easily. A mother 
can love tenderly, can withstand the waves of life as hard as a rock, can hide sadness behind a 
sincere smile while preparing her children to face the future. Today, we remember again the 
kindness, compassion, and generosity of mothers. Happy Mother's Day.” This caption contains 
several illocutionary speech acts: assertive, directive, and expressive. The caption contains an 
assertive illocutionary speech act: “We never realize how difficult it is to be a mother because 

they seem to carry out their role so easily. A mother can love tenderly, can withstand the waves 
of life as hard as a rock, can hide sadness behind a sincere smile while preparing her children 
to face the future.” In this part, President Joko Widodo states and mentions the various roles of 

mothers, from loving their children gently and hiding sadness behind a smile to preparing their 
children to face the future. This is an assertive speech act because it states a fact widely 
recognized and believed by many. 

The caption also includes a directive illocutionary speech act: “Today, we remember 

again the kindness, compassion, and generosity of mothers.” Here, President Joko Widodo 

invites everyone to remember a mother's kindness, affection, and generosity. This is a directive 
speech act as it advises and invites everyone to remember all the goodness and sacrifices that 
mothers have made. At the end of the caption, President Joko Widodo wishes a Happy Mother's 
Day: “Happy Mother's Day.” This is an expressive illocutionary speech act as it conveys 

President Joko Widodo's feelings and expresses his mental state related to the occasion of 
Mother's Day. 

The caption also employs an indirect speech act strategy, using words or sentences that 
implicitly state the aim and purpose of the speech. President Joko Widodo begins by revealing 
several facts related to the figure of a mother, such as her tenderness and resilience, then invites 
everyone to remember her sacrifices, and finally wishes a Happy Mother's Day. The ultimate 
goal of the caption is to commemorate Mother's Day, but it is presented in a way that leads up 
to the purpose indirectly. This strategy effectively engages the reader by presenting information 
implicitly at first and then clarifying the aim at the end, making it an indirect speech act strategy. 

Multimodal Analysis 
 Multimodal analysis provides a broad perspective in understanding and articulating 

meaning through various modes in visual works. The use of multiple modes, such as images, 
colors, text, and others, can form a representational space that is complex and rich in meaning. 
This space can reflect various stereotypes verbally and visually, making it possible to become 
aware of and overcome stereotypes that audiences may not always recognize. These 
stereotypes, often seen in advertising, social media, or art, can seep into popular culture. It is 
crucial to understand that representational spaces must reflect the diversity and plurality of 
experiences, including varied representations of women and mothers. This challenges 
stereotypes and ensures that every individual, regardless of gender, is represented authentically. 
Apart from their traditional roles as mothers and child caretakers, women have potential in 
various fields, including contributions to public spaces and other roles. Multimodal analysis in 
this study uses four main analytical tools: information value, framing, salience, and sequence. 

The value of information is a critical aspect of multimodal analysis. For example, 
Mother's Day on December 22, 2023, is commemorated by President Joko Widodo with an 
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Instagram post. This post includes illustrations depicting various figures, such as a grandmother 
and grandson sweeping leaves, a woman teaching children, mothers chatting while shopping 
for vegetables, a mother cat nursing kittens alongside a duck, and President Joko Widodo 
holding a bouquet. Jewitt and Oyama (in van Leeuwen and Jewitt, 2001) explain that 
information value plays a crucial role in determining the potential meaning of text arrangement. 
In Indonesia, the reading pattern generally goes from left to right or top to bottom. Therefore, 
in the context of Instagram, uploads typically consist of images accompanied by captions 
below. As Ratri (2019) states, "Every photo tells a story, but the caption does wonders." 
Captions build connections with followers and shape the atmosphere of the image. Thus, images 
and captions in Instagram posts work together to convey a message, as seen in the @jokowi 
post, which represents the ideal concept of a mother inseparable from her domestic role 
(Hamdiyah et al., 2024). 

Framing in multimodal analysis highlights how elements within an image are arranged 
to convey specific meanings. In the post by President Joko Widodo, framing is used to suggest 
that women should break away from traditional domestic roles and participate in public spaces 
to contribute to national progress. For example, one illustration (object C) shows mothers 
talking around a vegetable cart labeled "Data Transfer Center," suggesting that women engage 
in important discussions even in mundane settings. This contrasts with another illustration 
(object B), where a woman teaches children, emphasizing the educational role of mothers. The 
different framings indicate diverse social roles for women, challenging the stereotype that 
confines them to domestic spaces. This approach highlights how women can be active in 
various social contexts, emphasizing their contributions beyond traditional roles. 

Salience refers to the emphasis placed on certain elements within a visual composition 
to attract attention. In President Joko Widodo's post, element E, depicting him holding a 
bouquet with a pink ribbon, is made salient. The pink ribbon and the central positioning of this 
element draw attention to the theme of maternal love and tenderness. The use of pink 
emphasizes femininity and affection, aligning with societal stereotypes of motherhood. This 
visual emphasis supports the narrative that President Joko Widodo values maternal qualities, 
creating a connection with the audience through familiar and culturally significant symbols 
(Silalahi et al., 2024). The strategic use of background and foreground, relative size, and color 
contrast enhances the salience of key elements, effectively conveying the intended message. 

Sequence analysis in multimodal works examines the order in which elements are 
arranged and how this guides the viewer's interpretation. In President Joko Widodo's Instagram 
post, the reading flow follows an S-pattern, directing the audience through various elements 
from top to bottom. For instance, element D, showing a group of cats nursing from their mother 
alongside a duck, is strategically placed to convey a message of diversity and harmony in 
caregiving. The yellow duck stands out against the neutral colors, capturing attention and 
symbolizing inclusivity. Similarly, elements A and G depict different aspects of maternal roles: 
a grandmother bonding with her grandson and a mother accompanying her child, respectively. 
These sequences illustrate the varied experiences and emotional bonds within families, 
emphasizing the importance of maternal figures in different contexts. The arrangement of these 
elements creates a cohesive narrative that underscores the multifaceted nature of motherhood 
and the diverse forms it can take. Overall, the multimodal analysis of President Joko Widodo's 
Mother's Day post reveals how verbal and visual elements interact to convey complex and 
layered meanings. Information value, framing, salience, and sequence work together to 
challenge stereotypes, highlight diverse roles of women, and create a rich narrative that 
resonates with the audience. This comprehensive approach underscores the importance of 
considering multiple modes of communication to fully understand and articulate the meanings 
embedded in visual works. 

CONCLUSION  
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Based on the description of data uploaded by the @jokowi Instagram account using a 
multimodal pragmatic approach, it can be concluded that pragmatic analysis in captions 
contains several forms of illocutionary speech acts, including assertive speech acts (declaring), 
directive speech acts (giving advice/inviting), expressive speech acts (saying congratulations), 
and indirect speech act strategies. Captions play an important role in building connections and 
connections with followers. Captions not only add context but also have a role in shaping the 
meaning of the atmosphere in the image in the Instagram upload. In other words, captions work 
together with images in Instagram posts to convey a specific message or meaning. In the context 
of commemorating Mother's Day, the captions contained in President Joko Widodo's uploads 
show a representation of the various roles of mothers, ranging from loving their children gently, 
being able to hide sadness behind a smile to the most challenging task, namely preparing their 
children to face the future. Multimodal analysis through information value, framing, salience, 
and sequence represents various maternal roles. Mothers are expected to play a significant role 
in the domestic sphere, especially in traditional tasks such as caring for and educating children. 
Mothers also have many other roles and potential in society, so this post does not limit the 
representation of mothers in household tasks. Additionally, the use of pink in most 
representations of mothers adds a feminine dimension and shows that this color is closely 
associated with stereotypes of femininity. Pink is often considered a color aimed at a female 
audience. Overall, this analysis illustrates how social media, such as Instagram, can mirror the 
construction of representations of motherhood produced by dominant narratives and cultural 
norms. In President Joko Widodo's Instagram post, the representation of mothers directs women 
who act as mothers to be placed in the narrative regarding their very important role in 
contributing to preparing their children for the future, caring for them with love, and 
participating in roles in public spaces. 
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