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This study aims to improve students’ speaking abilities through creative stories 

using the 9GAG application. The study is a quantitative method with Quasi-

Experimental design. Speaking tests are employed as research instruments in 

collecting the data. The researchers used two classes of the ninth grade of MTs 

Al-Islamiyah, Tangerang for the population. The sampling technique used was 

cluster sampling in which the 9.4 class was determined as the experimental class 

and the 9.5 class as the control class. The data was analyzed statistically by 

using a t-test to find out the significant difference. The result of this analysis 

indicated that the average value of the students was 70.33, the statistical 

calculation showed that the results of to (t-observation) was greater than tt (t-

table) in which to obtain was 19.24 while the value of t-t was 2.015 with a 

significant level of 5% (0.05). Therefore, alternative hypothesis (Ha) was 

accepted while null hypothesis was rejected. This research summarized that 

9GAG application has a positive effect to improve students’ speaking skills. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Speaking skills in the English as a Foreign Language (EFL) context is interesting for 

students to achieve. EFL learners can be admired as successful learners if they can 

communicate using the foreign language effectively (Irmawati, 2016; Aprianoto & Haerazi, 

2019). Unfortunately, speaking difficulties do not only exist in low students but also happen 

to high achiever learners in the EFL context. Therefore, the parameter of that students have a 

good English skill can be observed if they are able to use English verbally in real 

communication. In speaking skills, some researchers have offered various solution to help 

students to communicate effectively. In addition, speaking problems of nonnative speakers 

have been studied by previous researchers (Hamad, 2012; Mazaozi, 2013; Angelini & Garcia-

carbonel, 2019). 

In the 21st-century era requires students and teachers to utilize technology in their 

learning, even in everyday life. Integrating technology into speaking classes is essential 

nowadays (Anugrah et al., 2019). In this era of globalization, English is important for 

people’s lives. Globalization makes the use of English becomes more widen. There are four 

basics English skills that must be learned and mastered the listening, reading, speaking, and 

writing (Isda et al., 2021; Haryanti et al., 2021). Everyone must learn and master those four 

basics English skills to improve their English. Among these four, one skill that must be 

learned early is speaking. In Indonesia, teaching English is focused on communication skills. 

Speaking has an important role in the language learning process (Maryam, 2020). According 

to Kilcher (2010), speaking teaching-learning must be oriented in demanding students to be 
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able use the target language being learnt. Therefore, the current study aims to find out the 

effectiveness of creative story suing 9GAG application at the senior high schools.  

Speaking is the delivery of language through the mouth. In order to speak, people 

create sounds using many parts of their body, including the lungs, vocal tract, vocal chords, 

tounge, teeth and lips. Meanwhile, Khorashadyzadeh (2014: 12) states that speaking needs not 

only the learners understanding about the way to produce the linguistic competence such 

grammar, pronunciation and vocabulary but also comprehension about sociolinguistic 

competence such as when, why and how to speak. Meanwhile, Bahadorfar and Omidvar 

(2015) argue speaking skills can be categorized as good speaking skill when the listener can 

understand the words produced by the speaker. 

Teaching English speaking skills using the three communicative activities is a learning 

method focusing on learner-centeredness (Haryanti et al., 2021). Students work in small 

groups divided by their language proficiency, i.e., high, medium, and low levels. Using this 

technique, students can have an opportunity to work together, providing help to others while 

performing the activity. The atmosphere in working in groups can lessen their fear of making 

mistakes when speaking English (Hasan et al., 2021). Students in the group can support others 

in the team needing help. They can express themselves successfully while working in groups. 

This can lead to self-monitoring, more confidence in speaking, and enjoyment can encourage 

them to participate more in learning. The results of this study supported the effectiveness of 

these three communicative activities in developing English speaking skills. Study 

development of English speaking skills using two communicative activities, Information and 

Roleplaying. 

Speaking is one of the important skills that had to be mastered by the students in 

learning English. The main goal of learning English is to be able to speak English well. In 

fact, many students cannot speak well. They have no confidence to speak English because 

they are afraid to make mistakes and have no chance or much times to practice in their class 

because their teacher talks too much in the class (Meliala et al., 2021). Seeing this fact, the 

teacher should overcome this problem by applying appropriate and effective technique to 

teach English so that the students are interested and enjoy the learning atmosphere.  

One of the techniques can be done by the teacher is by applying an interesting learning 

media. In order to improve students speaking skill, 9GAG media can be selected as one of the 

alternative choices for teachers. This media is also available as an online application which 

can be downloaded. This media broadcast many pictures, videos, trending news, etc. The 

writer will pick several pictures from this media appropriate with the students’ grade. After 

that, the writer will ask the students to arrange the pieces of those pictures to create short story 

to tell in front of the class. Their performance will become their speaking practice. It is hoped 

that by doing this kind of strategy, students’ speaking skill will be improved since 9GAG 

offers many interesting pictures that might attract students’ interest to speak English. 

Mutiarani and Saindra (2018) inform that the Music, pictures, and videos are three 

kinds of media usually used by language teachers to teach their students about language. 

Many scholars have conducted studies which applied application or video in their teaching 

especially in teaching speaking. In this research study, the researcher tries to apply a pleasant 

teaching media for speaking skill. In the context of teaching English as a foreign language in 

the 9th grade students of Junior High School in Indonesia, teaching speaking is aimed to teach 

students to be better understands on how to communicate and understand what is being said 

by each other. Based on the teacher, however many teachers have difficulty in teaching them 

to speak, difficulties come due to and confidence, lack of vocabulary knowledge, to lack of 

knowledge about using grammar. Thus, seeing the importance of speaking skill but many 

students are lack of confidence to speaking and lack of vocabulary also boring to study by 

book, the teachers should apply an interesting and effective media because that can be very 
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influential for teaching learning and atmosphere of the class. So, the writer conducted this 

research to facilitate students to learn speaking skills effectively. In this study, the writer tries 

to apply a pleasant teaching media for speaking skill using creative story through 9GAG 

application. 

RESEARCH METHOD  

Research Design 

Researchers apply quantitative method using the experimental research design in this 

study. This method is expected to find a causal relationship in determining cause and effect 

(Creswell, 2012). The design of this study applied a quasi-experimental design using 

equivalent control group design. The students are divided into two groups, control and 

experimental groups. The control group is subjected to the conventional method without 

9GAG application, while the experimental group is treated using creative story method with 

9GAG application. The treatments were carried out in 5-6 meeting in online learning for 

speaking classes students. Before treatments, pre-test was carried out to see the students’ 

speaking skills. At the end of the treatment, researchers distributed speaking tests to see the 

effect of creative story method using 9GAG application. The speaking test was designed to 

attain the data of this study. The instruments are distributed in both experimental and control 

groups. The instruments consist of some speaking questions to be answered by students. The 

students are asked to narrate some stories after they answered the questions orally. 

Population and Sample  

The population of this study was all class of the 9th-grade of MTs Al-Islamiyah 

Ciledug comprising five classes. Each class consists of 44-45 students. This study used two 

classes as samples. The B class was decided as control class and the A class becomes 

experimental class. The A class consists of 45 students and 44 students in the B class. In this 

research, researchers choose samples randomly by using cluster random sampling technique. 

The control class was subjected to conventional method without 9GAG application, while the 

experimental class was treated using creative story method with 9GAG application. The 

treatments are given in online learning. The schedule of speaking classes was reorganized in 

line with the teachers’ time schedule in MTs. Al-Islamiyah. 

Data Analysis  

Researchers made speaking test for students in both classes. The researchers distributed 

the speaking test to students in the pretest before treatment and in the posttest after treatment. 

The control class is subjected to the conventional method while the experimental class is 

treated using creative story using 9GAG application. The total items of the speaking test 

include 10-15 items. The In this research, the researcher analyzed the data of speaking test 

results stastistically. To analyze the data, researchers used paired sample t-test. The t-test 

analysis aims to find out the significant difference after giving treatment. The data of this 

study are declared valid and reliability before moving to the t-test analysis. 

 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  

Research Findings 

This study aims to investigate the effectiveness of creative stories using 9GAG 

application in the teaching of speaking skills at senior high schools. In this section, the 

researchers explain the collected data during the study conducted at MTs Al-Islamiyah 

Ciledug. In the first meeting, all class was given a pre-test to measure their narrative speaking 

skills. After the process of collecting the pre-test data, the researcher prepared the teaching 

materials and implemented 9GAG application to improve students speaking skill. The 

treatment was conducted for seven meeting. At the last meeting, the researcher gave the post-

test. The result of the two tests were used as a reference for the author to analyze the students 
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’improvement in speaking skills. The students’ achievement in the pre-test can be presented in 

Table 1 as follows. 
Table 1 

Frequency Distribution Control Class Pre-Test 

Class 

Interval 

Frequency 

Absolute 

Relative 

% 

40 22 48.89 % 

45 12 26.67 % 

50 5 11.11 % 

60 2 4.44 % 

65 1 2.22 % 

70 2 4.44 % 

75 1 2.22 % 

TOTAL 45 100% 

 

Before giving treatment, students are provided speaking tests to see their speaking 

skills. In facts, students still have difficulties to address their ideas orally. Students also have 

lack vocabulary and lack of pronunciation knowledge. They pronoun some words wrongly. 

Based on the results of speaking tests, Table 1 shows that the students’ speaking skills are 

below standards from passing grade enacted by the senior high schools. The students’ score 

can be figured in Figure 1 as follows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1. Diagram of Frequency Distribution of Pre-Test Control Class 

 
Table 2 

Frequency Distribution Experimental Class Pre-Test 

Class 

Interval 

Frequency 

Absolute Relative % 

40 22 48.89 % 

45 17 37.78 % 

55 2 4.44 % 

65 1 2.22 % 

75 3 6.67 % 

TOTAL 45 100% 

 

The same achievement of speaking skills as control class are demonstrated in 

Experimental class. students still have difficulties to address their ideas orally. Students also 

have lack vocabulary and lack of pronunciation knowledge. They speak in ungrammatical 
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structures. Also, they pronoun some words wrongly. Based on the results of speaking tests, 

Table 2 shows that the students’ speaking skills are below standards from passing grade 

enacted by the senior high schools. The students’ speaking skills in experimental class can be 

shown in Figure 2 as follows. 

 

 
 

Figure 2. Diagram of Frequency Distribution of Pre-Test Experimental Class 

 

The students’ speaking achievement in the post-test of control class seems no 

improvement. Mostly, students got speaking achievement below standard from passing grades 

enacted by the school. It means the use of conventional learning technique or method has no 

effect toward students’ speaking skills. The scores of speaking skills in control class can be 

seen in Table 3 as follows. 
Table 3 

Frequency Distribution Control Class Post-Test 

Class 

Interval 

Frequency 

Absolute Relative % 

65 17 37.78% 

70 14 31.11% 

75 10 22.22% 

80 4 8.89% 

TOTAL 45 100% 

  

 

Figure 3. Diagram of Frequency Distribution of Post-Test Control Class 

 

The students’ speaking skills have been improved after they are treated using creative 

story with applying 9GAG application. Students can practice to speak and correct their 

pronunciation using 9GAG application. Although some students still feel difficult to improve 

their pronunciation, students motivate to develop their speaking skills through practice and 

practice to communicate using stories provided by teachers. The students’ mean scores in the 

experimental class are increased and it achieves the passing grade. It can be seen in Table 4. 

0

5

10

15

20

25

40 45 55 65 75

0

5

10

15

20

65 70 75 80



Hadi, Zaitun, and Suni Creative Story Through 9GAG 

 

JOLLT Journal of Languages and Language Teaching, April 2021. Vol. 9, No.2    | 175  
 

Table 4 

Frequency Distribution Experimental Class Post-Test 

Class 

Interval 

Frequency 

Absolute Relative % 

65 15 33.33% 

70 18 40.00% 

75 8 17.78% 

80 2 4.44% 

85 2 4.44% 

TOTAL 45 100% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. Diagram of Frequency Distribution of Pre-Test Experimental Class 

 

Based on the result of pre-test and post-test of the students above, the writer analyzed the 

results to find out the influence of 9GAG application in teaching speaking. Based on the 

calculation above the result of control class is 20.606 > 2.015 and for experimental class is 

19.294 > 2.015. The result of the data analysis showed that by using the t-test formula the 

result of tcal are 20.606 and 19.294 higher than ttable 2.015. In conclusion, applying 9GAG 

application in teaching speaking skill was effective. 

Discussion  

This study is aimed at finding out the effectiveness of creative stories using 9GAG 

application to improve students’ speaking skills at senior high schools. In this study, teachers 

guide students to prepare creative ways to focus on their lesson provided. The topics are 

creative stories taken from 9GAG application. The use of 9GAG application in this study 

aims to attract students’ motivation and interest to speak by using stories taken from this 

media. It is in line with Listiyaningsih et al. (2020) who inform the use of 9GAG application 

containing humorous, fearing, annoying, pitiful, and confusing memes can facilitate students 

to improve their language skills such as speaking and reading activities. 

In the learning processes, teachers feel easy to arrange their speaking activities to be 

read by students. Reading aloud activities are oriented to train students to pronoun any 

English words. Students are asked to manage their speaking activities by paying attention to 

set classroom atmosphere. This finding is proven by Jatiyasa (2019) who confirms that 

utilizing humour in EFL classes is effective to manage an effecting learning setting and it also 

creates smooth atmosphere between teachers and students. The same finding is presented by 

Tunnisa et al. (2019) in which they found that the use of humour illustrated in various stories 

is essential for students to encourage them to communicate. In the current study, students are 

asked to practice speaking with teachers and students-students. The speaking topics are based 

on stories taken from 9GAG application. 

The implementation of creative stories encourages students to understand the topic 

which is going to present. The simple stories are discussed in small groups. Afterwards, 

teachers create the stories using 9GAG. The form of stories is designed in various forms such 
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as memes, humours, and simple texts. In pairs, students practice to read and present it in front 

of students. Since students practice speaking, teachers analyze the students’ pronunciation, 

sentence structures, accuracy, word choice, and ideas. At the end, students are provided 

feedback orally. During learning processes, students look motivated to revise their 

pronunciation, sentence structures, and accuracy. Therefore, the use of creative stories with 

applying 9GAG application improve and develop students’ speaking performance. It is in 

accordance with Pranoto and Suprayogi (2020) who inform incorporating 9GAG such as 

games, texts, and humours is able to facilitate students to develop their speaking performance 

and encourage students to have willingness to communicate in the learning activities. 

Based on the result of t-test above, 19.24 was obtained in the degree of freedom (df) of 

44 (45-1=44). In the degree of significance level of 5% 2.015 was gained. If it is compared to 

each score in the degree of significance then the result were19.24 > 2.015. Since to was higher 

than tt score obtained from the result of the calculation, the positive hypothesis (H1) can be 

accepted while the negative hypothesis (H0) was rejected. Thus, it can be concluded that 

9GAGapplication is effective in improving students’ speaking skill of the eleventh grade 

students of MTs Al-Islamiyah Ciledug in academic year of 2020-2021.   

CONCLUSION 

After presenting and analyzing data in the previous chapter, the writer concluded that 

9GAG application can improve students’ speaking skill. It can be seen from the students’ 

improvement between pre-test and post-test. From the result, the writer concluded that 9GAG 

application can improves speaking skills in learning process. The result shows that the 

average of pre-test was 45.44 and post-test was 70.33. The value of Tcalculation (19.294) was 

higher than the value of Ttable (2.015) at the significance level of 5% it can be concluded that 

null hypothesis (H0) was rejected and alternative hypothesis (H1) was accepted. It means that 

there is significant different between teaching speaking skill without 9GAG application. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that 9GAG application improves students’ speaking skill. It 

gives a significant effect of students’ speaking skill of ninth grade students in MTs Al-

Islamiyah Ciledug. 
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