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Article Info Abstract

Article History Instagram is an online mobile photo and video sharing that can attract students’
Received: May 2021 attention in the learning process. It is also used to interact and share stories to
Revised: June 2021 others directly. Because of this, Instagram is a social media which can be utilized
Published: July 2021 to navigate students to read. This study aims to find out the use of Instagram
Keywords @gurukumrd to improve students’ reading skills. The Instagram @gurukumrd is
Instagram Media; chosen as the object of this study because it provides students with reading
Reading Skill; activities through stories, comments, and opinions. To reach the aim of this study,

researchers employed qualitative research with Ethnography method. The data
are collected using instruments which are observation sheets and interview
guidelines. There are 37 students involved in this study as respondence. Based on
the research findings, the Instagram @gurukumrd facilitates students to acquire
various vocabulary and grammatical knowledge. In addition, students acquire
competencies on how to gain paragraph ideas, topic sentences, and reading
comprehension. Through Instagram, students can remember and recognize
difficult words. At the end of this, this media facilitates students to read simple
paragraphs quickly. Based on the research findings, this study can conclude that
the Instagram @gurukumrd can facilitate students to enhance students’ reading
skills.
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INTRODUCTION

As a far-off language in Indonesia, English plays an important role in many aspects of
life like education, economy, international relationship, and technology. Consequently, the
teaching of English becomes a world enterprise. The widespread need for English as a second
or foreign language needs substantial pressure on the tutorial resources of many countries
(Prabjandee, 2020). Associated with the issues in teaching English, Indonesia introduces
English in Elementary school as a local content to offer English to children as early as
possible so as to organize them in covering the globalization era (Dukut, 2019; Setyono &
Widodo, 2019). English becomes a compulsory subject in Junior High School, Senior High
School, and University (Novita, 2018; Lail, 2019). There are four skills in English: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. The students are expected to possess capacity within the
language skills, which overproductive of language use—teaching English not easy. English
teachers must not only use the language. However, teachers ought to be ready to facilitate
students to learn.

Reading is one of the language skills that ought to be mastered really well by the
students because reading is an important factor that influences that one’s activity within the
communication (Haerazi & lIrawan, 2020; Jang & Ryoo, 2019). Reading is viewed as a
translating ability, that is, deciphering codes into ideas. People think about reading as a big
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activity, in order that people generally state that reading is that the window of the world.
People can get knowledge without going anywhere by reading.

Reading skills is that the skills of individuals to read, comprehend and interpret written
words on a page of a piece of writing or the other reading. The possession of an honest
reading skill will enable the people to be ready to assimilate a written work within a brief
period while reading. If people develop reading skills, it is a lifelong activity. While reading
at any given time, people are predicted to think critically on the actual topic or subject to
know the writer's purpose. Reading skills can only be developed through constant reading.
Inculcating reading culture or habit may be a hobby.

The author conducted interviews with English teachers. Based on the results of the
interview, many students had difficulties reading, and therefore the students were weak in
reading skills. The students’ achievement reading score had seen it. The students are required
much time to understand the text. They did not use the opportunity to read and learn English
text either home. At that time, the students experienced issues in doing the task. Those all
made their accomplishment to be lowly and failed in the teaching and learning process. From
the teacher's side, how the way of teaching influenced the students' understanding cognizance.
Explain too fast, hard explanation and boring technique employed by the teacher jaded the
students to read English. The teacher actually utilized the ordinary way in the teaching and
learning process.

The teacher just asked the students to read certain text or students' activities text (LKS)
and afterward requested that the students do the undertaking following the text. The
monotonous process of learning made students discourage to find out. From the students' side,
the causes came from students' understanding kind, students' understanding style, students'
understanding propensity, and furthermore students' understanding information there have
been some causes is that the limited vocabularies, difficulties find the most idea and difficulty
to make the conclusion the text. The students did not attempt to discuss the text, and it made
them face their own troubles—subsequent, outside from the teacher and students, from the
material, and therefore the environment of category. The material used not interesting, like the
text contains unfamiliar sentences, which made the students feel hard to find. Then, the
unsupporting classroom environment is a negative contribution for students. Besides, that is
too monotonous and dreary because no media or method make the students interesting in
finding out.

In this era, gadgets are important, and many teenagers or students who use gadgets
excessively, even the students like better to play gadgets than study. The students spend of
their time on gadgets, sort of a telephone, radio, TV, games, etc. The students use gadgets to
play games, watch videos, listen to music, and chat with friends, especially social media
because many of us use social media and social media to become part of many people’s lives.

Social media is a label for digital technology that permits people to attach, interact,
produce, and share the message of the content. (B.K Lewis: 2010). One of the social media
that people use is Instagram because Instagram is that the most application that people use
which social media is so popular. Many students use Instagram as their social media because
Instagram is straightforward to use and has numerous variations and does not cause you to be
bored when using it because Instagram is usually updating and improving the appliance.

RESEARCH METHOD

The author used a Qualitative with Ethnography Method. The ethnography method is an
ethnographic study conducted online. Observations can be made in discussions on the mailing
list, which are followed by deeper exploration through online chatting with respondents.

Research Design
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Used the Ethnography Method by using Instagram @gurukumrd as a learning medium
to improve students' reading skills. The researcher gives first questions to students before
introducing learning media to know students’ reading skills. The researcher introduced
Instagram @gurukumrd as a learning media to students and asked students to watch and learn
about the video on Instagram @gurukumrd for two weeks. After that, the researcher observed
during the learning process the difficulties and progress of students. When the first week, the
researcher gives the second question to know students’ reading skills. The researcher gave the
last questions to know students’ reading skills after watching and learning about the video on
Instagram @gurukumrd. And after the learning process is complete, the researcher did
interviews with students regarding the given learning media to complement and strengthen the
results of this research. And after the learning process is complete, the researcher did
interviews with students regarding the given learning media to complement and strengthen the
results of this research. This study was conducted at 9™ grade from various classes in Yapia
Pondok Aren Junior High School, consist of 37 students.

Data Analysis

In this research, analyze the data is a systematic data processing obtained from
observations, interviews, data collection, and record results. In this study the analysis of data
in use include: Data Reduction, the process of data reduction is selecting the main things in
accordance with the research undertaken. Here the researcher chose the data obtained that
focused on the theme of research that is about Instagram @gurukumrd, reading interests and
reading skills. The collected data was compiled, categorizing and categorizing data to make it
easier to process and read. Display Data, Information obtained from study subjects will be
collected and aggregated in detail. The researcher will explain the results and the researcher
clearly describes the data obtained from observations and interviews obtained and will be
presented openly, so it looks entirely about use Instagram @gurukumrd, stimulated students
to interest in reading to improve students reading skills. Withdrawal Conclusion Once
presented clearly, then the final stage of this research is the conclusion. Information obtained
from the informants drawn conclusions where the writer look for the meaning of the
observations and interviews were obtained. Thus the researcher can know the effectiveness of
Instagram @gurukumrd towards ninth-graders school, is that effective to improve students
reading skills.

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Research Findings

Before the researcher gives the Instagram @gurukumrd learning media on the
WhatsApp group, the researcher gives 15 questions, and after the questions were given, then
the answer sheets were written by the students themselves which were then photographed and
sent via personal chat on WhatsApp to know student ability limits and can measure students'
reading ability before students use the learning media.

The researcher provides the Instagram @gurukumrd link for the learning method, and
the researcher also explains about Instagram @gurukumrd through WhatsApp group. After
that the researcher gives two weeks for students to learn on their own using these learning
media. During the two weeks process they learned to use the media. The researcher gave two
practice questions every week, each of which amounted to 15 questions, and the total
questions given as a whole in this study were 45 questions to monitor the students in the
learning process. The researcher does not use Google Drive because almost all of the students
prefer to write the answer sheet, which is then photographed and sent via personal chat on
WhatsApp.
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The students' answer sheet results about the first questions that were given before the
researcher gave the media and learning method were that many students did not understand
and still wrong in answering the questions and the lack of vocabulary that students knew. The
students' answer sheet results about the second question that were given when the researcher
had provided the media and learning method and the students had studied for one week, the
students experienced an increase, it could be seen from the results answer sheets that were
collected. The results of the students answer sheet about the last question that was given when
the researcher had provided the media and learning method and the students had studied for
two weeks, the vocabulary of the students' increases and students are more interested in
learning to read English questions because the media and methods provided are very unique
and interesting. The students have never studied English using Instagram media before, so the
students are very interesting and exciting in following the learning process using Instagram.

Based on the interview, the teacher still used ordinary ways in almost everyday teaching
and learning process. The teacher just asked the students to read certain text within the book
or students’ exercises book (LKS), then asked the students to try to do the task following the
text. |1 found that the students were in reading just read certain text within the book or
students’ exercises book (LKS), then the students only learn when the students get
assignments from the teacher. Almost all of the scholars in ninth grade got the issues. There is
some causes the limited vocabularies, and difficulties find the most idea, and difficulties in
making a conclusion of the text. The students did not attempt to discuss the text and it made
them face their own difficulties. Some students are lack reading in English because the
students do not read English texts outside of school hours. Students only read during in class
and when they get assignments, so that it makes the students lack of understanding in reading
English. All of the students' interest in reading in English but sometimes the method that the
teacher teaching is not interesting so that it makes students less interested in learning.
Students need learning methods that attract students in learning and are easy to understand.

Discussion

This stusy is orieneted to investigate the use of Instagram as social media to improve
students’ reading skills. The Instagram media applied is @gurukumrd media. The Instagram
media facilitate students with the story, comment, and opinion features. The features are
utilized by English teachers to provide their reading materials for students. Students with
various reading texts can spend their time to read texts provided by teachers. It is in line with
Haerazi et al. (2020) who state that various reading texts can guide students to acquire a lot
vocabularies. In addition, McLain (2019) argues that technologies such as Instagram,
facebook, Twitter, and YouTube have great potential to develop learning activities and make
stronger the teaching-learning practices.

Based on the research findings, students are able to increase reading skills using
Instagram media. Students are asked to read texts. Then, they post their comprehension of the
text. Students are also asked to discuss the content of the text being read. Some vocabularies
that they do not understand are listed, and they open dictionary to find the meaning of those.
These learning activities are able to acquire new vocabulary and reading comprehension
(Arndt & Woore, 2018; Haerazi et al., 2020). Besides, students are involved in searching
videos relating to the reading topic. Teachers provided them with various YouTube videos
that have the same topic. The use of video can guide them to attain more comprehension of
the reading topics (Serder-Tuluce & Cecen, 2018; Bardakci, 2019). Therefore, this study
indicated the students’ reading skills increased.

It was seen from the results of the students answer sheets, then the students' vocabulary
increases and students are more interested in learning to read English because the media and
methods provided are very unique and interesting. It is in accordance with Nagaletchinee
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(2015) who argues that the use of various media can facilitate students to learn and adjust
their learning activities. Students are more interested because students have never previously
received media and learning methods using social media, especially Instagram, making
students want to know more about the media and learning methods that the writer provides.
Some of students even took the initiative to contact the researcher directly to ask about
learning English using social media and other media that can be used to learn English.
Students need new media and methods to learn English, this indicates that students have an
increased enthusiasm and interest in learning English.

Based on the interviews with researchers, some students still do not understand the
materials presented by the teacher because the teacher only explains and then asks students to
do tasks or exercises. No one variation in the learning process makes the learning process
monotonous and that it makes students feels bored and do not excited about the learning
process. Students need media and learning methods that are new and varied so that students
do not get bored and can improve students' learning ability to read, especially class of ninth
grade students who have a spirit that is still up and down to learn, therefore the importance of
variety, new media and learning methods and interesting to attract students' reading interest.

CONCLUSION

Based on the research, it can be concluded that using Instagram as the media can
improve students' reading skills in English. The students need media and learning methods
that are not monotonous and varied and easy to understand so that students can be interested
and can increase their interest in learning to read in English because if students learn too
monotonously and do not get anything new, it can make students lose their enthusiasm for
learning because students are ninth grade students so that there needs to be a lot of variation
in learning to increase students' enthusiasm for learning.

The important of the teacher's role to have good and structured learning methods so that
students can learn well and they do not feel bored with the material being taught and
enthusiast in learning. The thing that must be considered by the teacher when teaching is the
condition of students, if students experience boredom in learning, it is difficult for students to
understand the lessons conveyed. It is important for teachers to pay attention to the conditions
of all their students.
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