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Abstract: This research aims to investigate the effectiveness of YouTube Music 

platform as teaching media to improve students’ listening mastery. It is believed 

that YouTube Music as an innovative media could be used effectively to attract 

students’ interest in increasing their listening mastery. By using true-

experimental research with quantitative design, there are 52 students were 

divided into two groups, 26 students for experimental group and 26 students 

included in control group. This research used test and questionnaire as research 

instrument. There are several findings to prove that YouTube Music platform is 

an effective media to improve students’ listening skills. By conducting test as 

first instrument, it was found that the average score of students taught by 

YouTube music was 79.85. It was higher than those who taught by conventional 

media (71.50). By analyzing the data, it can be concluded that there are 

significant different between students taught by innovative media than those 

taught by conventional media. This result also affected by students’ perception 

in learning listening which was found by students’ answer from questionnaire.  
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Introduction 

Nowadays, various teaching medias appear in order to help increasing students’ 

ability in EFL learning. Several new electronic medias are started to be used and the 

traditional has been left one by one. Modern devices such as mobile phone, PC or laptop, 

television, and the internet are tools that cannot be separated from students’ lives. In addition, 

social medias also take a part on it. It is proved with a study conducted by Pradipta and 

Mustofa (2020) which said that Smart TV has significance to increase students’ 

understanding. From that fact, it is a common issue that EFL teachers need to use potentially 

valuable technologies to enhance students’ capability.  

 Listening is one of the crucial skills in EFL learning that often causes difficulties for 

the students to master it. Sometimes, it is effortful for them to comprehend the listening 

context. Listening, according to Rost (2013) is the ability to recognize what others are saying. 

Furthermore, Nihei (2002) stated that listening is a vital skill for someone who learns English 

because people cannot communicate well without listening to and understanding the 

speaker’s utterances. Also according to Hasyuni (2006), listening is a creative skill. 

Understanding the sound that falls on our ears, word arrangements, the rise and fall of the 

voice, and deriving meaning from this material. We must frequently listen to individuals who 

speak English, as a reason for the communicating, watching movie, and listen to music in 

order to increase English skill. For the EFL teachers, teaching listening can be very 

challenging. They have to use appropriate media so that the students follow them in a good 

way. The use of good media also makes students increase their interest in learning. Previous 

researches believed that YouTube is one of good media to improve students’ listening skills.  
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 According to Lee & Liang (2012) stated at Al Jawad & Mansour (2021), YouTube is 

a video-sharing website that allows its users from all universe to watch videos made by others 

and to contribute their own videos. It covers educational, entertainments, political, medical, 

historical, and even personal videos, among others. YouTube videos can be used as media in 

language learning. As previously said, YouTube is a widely available source of information. 

It encourages students to connect the popular and modern culture in an educational capacity 

through English language. YouTube may serve as a motivator for students who want to 

improve their language abilities by learning more about the stuff they freely access online 

with visiting the website or installing the application. It is also possible for students to engage 

in some type of student-centered learning outside of the class activities (Kreisen, 2009; 

Mostajeran & Tabatabaei, 2019). 

 Besides YouTube Video, the newest branch of YouTube platform is YouTube Music. 

YouTube Music is a music streaming service created by Google’s YouTube division. It offers 

a customized interface for the service that is geared for music streaming, letting users to 

search for songs and music videos on YouTube using genres, playlist, and recommendations. 

It can be used for more specific listening practice such as comprehending song lyrics. 

YouTube Music provides more than 70 million official songs, music content including live 

performances, song covers, song remixes, and also thousands of curated playlists across 

many genres and activities. YouTube Music enhances our listening experiences with unique 

features such as song lyrics, switch seamlessly between audio and video, and we can listen on 

our phone, smart speaker, smart TV, smart watch, or car. It also compatible with Google 

Maps, Waze, Google Assistant, and more. It can be accessed freely or premium. 

 YouTube platform and application are commonly used for education. Teachers from 

all around the world have been implemented this platform as a teaching media. Teachers take 

materials or even create their own YouTube channel. It has potential for online instructional 

usage, as it has been studied by a number of researchers, including (Burke & Synder, 2008; 

Alimemaj, 2010; Al Jawad & Mansour, 2021). YouTube is a great source of culturally 

genuine resources that can encourage students to interact with popular cultures in an 

educational capacity via English language videos or music. YouTube music and videos have 

some advantages for learning language in providing authentic examples about the use of 

English for daily conversations by native speakers. Besides, the YouTube music and videos 

can be used as tools to improve language skills including listening, speaking, reading and 

writing. According to Khalid and Muhammad (2012), using YouTube in the classroom can 

help students understand the material better. Meanwhile, YouTube can be utilized to increase 

vocabulary, accents, pronunciations, listening, reading, writing, and speaking in English 

(Chhabra, 2012). 

 Nowadays, many EFL students watch and listen many kinds of videos or music on 

YouTube. Although may of them watch videos and listen to music on YouTube, few perceive 

it as an opportunity to improve their listening skills. If teachers can correctly integrate 

YouTube into classroom, learning English will become more creative.  

 Several researchers have discussed about YouTube as a media to improve listening 

comprehension. There are several previous related studies related to this topic. Al Jawad & 

Mansour (2021) have discussed about “The Significance of Using YouTube as an Academic 

Tool to Improve Students’ Listening Skill in Libyan Universities”. This study found that 

YouTube videos increase students’ interest in improving their listening skills. Besides that, 

Mostajeran & Tabatabaei (2019) found that students taught with YouTube videos had 

significantly better performance that students are not taught with YouTube videos by 
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conducting research entitled “Impact of Using YouTube Videos on Iranian Intermediate Male 

and Female EFL Learners' Listening Skill Development.” Different with the previous studies, 

this research focuses on the newest branch of YouTube that is YouTube Music platform and 

its role in order to improve students listening mastery especially for junior high school 

students. Therefore, this research comes with a problem, “Do students taught by YouTube 

Music have better achievement in listening test than those taught by conventional media?” 

Dealing with the improvement of students listening mastery, the researches argue that 

YouTube Music can be an innovative media to attract students in improving their listening 

skills. The alternative hypothesis in this research is that using YouTube Music as an 

innovative media will make students score in listening better than students taught by 

conventional media. While the null hypothesis suggests that the use of YouTube Music as 

teaching media does not make a better score in listening just same as the conventional media. 

This research aims to investigate the effectiveness of YouTube Music as teaching media to 

improve students’ listening mastery. It is important to be studied because it has theoretical 

significance to give further information about the advantages of YouTube Music platform 

and for the practical significance, it can be used as alternative media in order to enhance 

students’ listening skills.  
  

Research Method 

This research was a true-experimental research with quantitative approach. In the 

true-experimental research, there are two selected groups that chosen randomly. One of the 

groups become experimental group and the other one become the control group (Latief, 

2019). The treatment given to the experimental students was the implementation of YouTube 

Music as teaching media for listening comprehension and for the control students were not 

given the treatment and only used a conventional media for listening (speaker, sound 

recording, or teachers’ speaking and dictation). The population of this research was seventh 

grade students of Junior High School Kanjeng Sepuh Sidayu, Gresik on the academic year 

2021/2022. The sample of this research was chosen by random sampling and two class that 

consist of 52 students were selected. 26 students as an experimental group and the other 26 

students became the control group.  

This research used test and questionnaire as instruments. The test, which was divided 

into two parts, test for experimental group and test for the control group, was conducted to 

obtain statistical data. Meanwhile, the questionnaire was administered to find out how the 

students’ responses about their listening ability and learning media that they have got. The 

procedures of data collection have been divided into several sections. First, to collect data the 

researchers that acted as the English teacher teach about listening skill in the classroom. The 

first activity was dividing 52 students into two classes randomly, 26 students concluded to 

experimental group and the other 26 students were in control group. Second, the teacher gave 

an innovative media that was a YouTube Music Platform for the experimental group and non-

innovative media which was conventional media (speaker or even oral spoken by the teacher) 

for the control group. Here, the experimental group students could access the songs as much 

songs as they want. In addition, they also could access the song lyrics. Students can observe 

the lyrics by themselves so they can easily to comprehend the song. Students in experimental 

group can get used to listen as often as possible. While for the students from control group, 

they could not access the audio for listening as much as they want and they could not do re-

listen activity or even access the material for listening as they want.  
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After teaching for about two meetings, the teachers gave the same listening test for 

both experimental and control group. The teachers gave one song to the students and asked 

them to repeat their listening activity of the song for several times. After that, the teacher 

gave several questions to know how the listening skill can be improved and how far they can 

comprehend the lyrics of the song. Moreover, aside from giving tests, the researchers also 

distributed questionnaire. The students were asked to answer several questions related to their 

listening mastery and their learning media. The data analysis in true-experimental research, 

the researchers compare two different groups (experimental group and control group). After 

that, the researchers analyze the scores by using software SPSS to compare students’ 

achievement. Independent T-test is applied to compare the achievement of two groups (who 

were taught by YouTube Music and conventional media).  

 

Results and Discussion  

The Analysis of the Score 
This research was conducted in two classes. The test score can be seen in table 1 below.  

Table 1. Students Test Score of Listening Skill 

No Experimental Group 

(YouTube Music) 

Score Control Group 

(Conventional Media) 

Score 

1 A 1 75 C 1 70 

2 A 2 80 C 2 78 

3 A 3 77 C 3 67 

4 A 4 74 C 4 72 

5 A 5 81 C 5 68 

6 A 6 72 C 6 74 

7 A 7 75 C 7 65 

8 A 8 85 C 8 67 

9 A 9 87 C 9 77 

10 A 10 80 C 10 72 

11 A 11 79 C 11 69 

12 A 12 76 C 12 69 

13 A 13 82 C 13 85 

14 A 14 80 C 14 68 

15 A 15 88 C 15 75 

16 A 16 82 C 16 69 

17 A 17 77 C 17 68 

18 A 18 83 C 18 72 

19 A 19 78 C 19 64 

20 A 20 88 C 20 67 

21 A 21 76 C 21 75 

22 A 22 80 C 22 74 

23 A 23 83 C 23 77 

24 A 28 80 C 24 70 

25 A 27 86 C 25 69 

26 A 26 72 C 26 78 

 

https://e-journal.undikma.ac.id/index.php/pedagogy/index
mailto:paedagogy@undikma.ac.id


 

 

Jurnal Paedagogy:  
Jurnal Penelitian dan Pengembangan Pendidikan 
https://e-journal.undikma.ac.id/index.php/pedagogy/index 
Email: paedagogy@undikma.ac.id 

   Vol. 9 No. 1 : January 2022  

p-ISSN: 2355-7761 

e-ISSN: 2722-4627 

                                  pp. 8-16 

 

Jurnal Paedagogy Vol. 9. No. 1: January 2022                                                       Copyright © 2022, Auhtors 12 

 

 The table above shows the scores of different groups, experimental group after getting 

treatment by using YouTube Music and control group by using conventional media. After 

recapitulating the scores of each student from two different groups, below is a table that 

shows the average score of each group. The average scores are calculated by using a software 

called SPSS.  

Table 2. The Result of Average Scores by Using SPSS 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The average score of students taught by YouTube Music is 79.85 while the average score of 

students taught by conventional media is 71.50. The Independent T-test is used to see if there 

is a difference in average score of the test between experimental and control group. The 

purpose of this test is to verify if the alternative hypothesis is accepted. The scores for both 

groups are presented in the following table, based on the results of the Independent T-test 

acquired from SPSS. 

Table 3. The Result of Independent T-Test by Using SPSS 

 
The mean difference is 8.346. By this difference, to know that YouTube channel is effective 

media or not, the hypothesis should be tested. The result of hypothesis testing is showed in 

probability value Sig. (2-tailed). Here, the researcher used the level of significance is 0.05. 

The following are the rules of hypothesis rejection and acceptance: 

1) If Sig. > 0.05, then the null hypothesis is accepted and the alternative hypothesis is 

rejected. 

2) If Sig. < 0.05, then the null hypothesis is rejected and the alternative hypothesis is 

accepted. 

From the statistics analysis output above, the column Sig. (2-tailed) for equality of variances 

indicated as 0.000, or possibility less than 0.05 (0.000 < 0.05), it means that null hypothesis is 

rejected while the alternative hypothesis is accepted. As a result, we may deduce that the 

average score of experimental group and control group differs significantly. The average 

score of the experimental group (79.85) is significantly better than the average score of the 

control group (71.50).  

 

Analysis of Questionnaire 

 The questionnaire was distributed for both experimental and control group to know 

students’ opinion about learning English and listening and also to evaluate whether the 

teaching listening media effects their listening score or not. The researchers argue that using 

questionnaire as one of the instruments is also useful because from the students’ answer, it 

https://e-journal.undikma.ac.id/index.php/pedagogy/index
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can be correlated that the students’ result of the listening test is affected by their perception in 

learning English especially listening. The analysis of the questionnaire is presented in the 

following table. 

Table 4. Analysis of Questionnaire 

No Statement Strongly 

Agree 

Agree Slightly  

Agree 

Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 
1 I like English 6% 58% 19% 17% 0% 
2 I like listening 10% 59% 8% 23% 0% 
3 I feel easy to learn 

listening 

8% 52% 29% 11% 0% 

4 I like the teaching 

method 

27% 62% 11% 0% 0% 

5 I always satisfy 

with the learning 

media 

2% 81% 17% 0% 0% 

6 I am good at 

vocabulary and 

analyzing sounds 

6% 54% 36% 4% 0% 

7 I always try to 

increase my 

listening skill 

19% 63% 2% 12% 4% 

8 I get a lot of 

motivation during 

learning 

27% 50% 8% 15% 0% 

9 I understand with 

the lesson from 

teacher 

15% 71% 4% 10% 0% 

10 I always ready for 

learning 

31% 54% 9% 6% 0% 

11 I like listening to 

music at home 

17% 52% 25% 6% 0% 

12 I am confident with 

my listening skill 

13% 60% 19% 8% 0% 

13 I always get correct 

answer in listening 

test 

8% 42% 38% 12% 0% 

 

14 Learning media 

affects my listening 

skill 

9% 81% 4% 6% 0% 

15 I always do 

listening assignment 

as good as possible 

15% 63% 19% 0% 4% 

From the previous table, the researchers can infer that there are various perceptions 

toward English learning, especially listening and the teaching media that affect students’ 

score in listening test. Most of students agree that they do not really feel difficult in learning 

listening and most of them also agree that the teaching media is satisfied them in learning 
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process. It means that both of experimental group and control group have almost the same 

opinion. However, related to the score of the listening test, the students from the control 

group get lower score than students from experimental group. It indicates that the more 

effective media used in teaching listening is the media that has been used in experimental 

group which is YouTube Music. It was proved by Saputra (2018) that when students taught 

by YouTube, they became more enthusiast and interest with listening content. As a result, 

listening is no longer an uninteresting subject. YouTube contents provide a wealth of 

knowledge, new vocabulary, and other variety of English to help them in enhancing their 

listening proficiency.  

 

Discussion 
 Depends on the research findings above, YouTube Music platform is the media that 

makes students’ score better in listening. It means that YouTube Music could enhance 

students’ listening mastery. It was proven by the average score of students taught by 

YouTube Music was higher than students taught by conventional media. It indicates that this 

platform is suggested to be used in educational field. Al Jawad & Mansour (2021) stated that 

YouTube is a great source of contextually genuine resources that could also inspire students 

to engage with various genres of culture in an educational context through English language 

content.  

 This research findings present that YouTube Music is an effective media to improve 

students’ mastery in listening. It also supported by Al Jawad & Mansour (2021) which found 

that students have positive attitudes in learning listening by using YouTube platform in EFL 

classroom. The lesson was more interesting than using the traditional media. Hence, students 

showed their satisfaction in learning listening through this platform. Meanwhile, a previous 

related research conducted by Mostajeran & Tabatabaei (2019) revealed that using YouTube 

to teach listening in the classroom has significant impact on intermediate students in listening 

comprehension. In addition, they said that YouTube is more effective media than the 

traditional to teach listening comprehension.  

Regarding to the result of questionnaire, students’ perception about listening and 

classroom activities also influence the result of their listening skill. Majority of the students 

agree that they did not really get difficulties in learning listening. They also satisfied with the 

teaching media. On the contrary, the previous study by Al Jawad & Mansour (2021) showed 

that most of students had lack of motivation and interest in listening. However, YouTube 

could increase their attention in learning. It can be concluded that even though the students 

have similar opinion, the innovative media still very influential in improving their score in 

listening comprehension. 

 

Conclusion  

Based on the results, the researchers concluded that there is significance difference between 

students taught by YouTube Music and students taught by conventional media related to their 

score in listening test. The average score of students taught by YouTube Music is 79.85 while 

the average score that students got by learning with conventional media is 71.50. The mean 

difference is 8.346. This different mean is used to assume whether YouTube Music can 

influence students score to be better or not. After analyzing the significance difference with 

SPSS tool, the Sig. (2-tailed) is less that 0.05 (0.000 < 0.05). It can be inferred that the 

average score of students taught by YouTube Music is significantly different with students 

taught by conventional media. It indicates that YouTube Music is an effective media to 
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improve students’ listening mastery. Besides, the results of questionnaire also contributed to 

understand if students’ perception of learning listening and their satisfaction of the teaching 

media influence their listening ability.   

 

Suggestion  

It is suggested for EFL teachers, this article can be used as a source to increase knowledge 

about one of innovative medias and can be implemented for teaching learning activity in the 

classroom. YouTube Music has been proved as effective media to teach listening skill. For 

further researchers that want to conduct research with the same field, make development of 

this research with different aspects that have not already been studied.  
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